/4:,,\,, :&M" C/ ;//(-Il/t/ (l/ iy //-Jr'll» 4"’//( / /(H// ///1( 0!«11 ¢I //lll(ar:
\////,/ //////// /;////

@ g,«; »/x\ TOWSEY TALES

\(‘/,\\./
..A.- //.k

-

\

\

NAME: Arthur John Towsey

. g)»gx; ,\,} BIRTH DETAILS: June 1847 Henley-upon-Thames
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s In October of 1888, the Towsey family went to Melbourne to see the Great Exhibition,
53 which was centred around a temporary exhibition building, built in the Exhibition Gardens on

7 ke Exhibition Street, all of which are still there. Whilst there, Arthur played on the organ in the
Exhibition Building.

During my childhood
in Melbourne, there was a
widely held belief, that due to
certain design shortcomings
on what was supposed to be a
temporary building, if you were
to play the lowest notes on the
organ, the dome atop the
building would collapse.

Sounds plausible to
me, but it must be wrong
because, let’s face it; over the
past 130 years, someone,
sometime would have been
tempted to try it.

The family moved
back down to Dunedin at the
end of 1888.

It is amusing to see
the report of the meeting of WYL LITIIINNIl3 E,\hlbmon Organ 1888
the Parishioners in
Christchurch, after Arthur’'s departure, where they have appointed two men to take of Arthur’'s duties, at a considerable
saving to the parish.

One cannot help sensing that there had been ongoing murmurs of discontent at how much it had been costing to
employ the services of the esteemed Mister Towsey. In this regard we cannot but admire Arthur for ensuring that he did
not sink into the financial doldrums that afflicted so many professional musicians at that time.

There may have been several reasons for the move back to Dunedin, including that his old position as organist
and choirmaster at St.Paul’'s Church was coming vacant and, on February o™ 1889, Arthur was unanimously elected to
this post at a Vestry meeting, from a long list of candidates.
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MUSIC AT THE EXHIBITION.| YI* Avriun rowsny

has thoe honour o announce that, having
ORGAN KECITAL. reburned to Dunedin to follow his Profession,
‘. 'I .'I ) "t ,-."d.’ 'm m a8 he is prcp-'ll'l_‘d to RECEI\'E I’UPILS.

namerous, but shifting,attendance of the pub-
licat the organ recital given at the great organ
in the music.-room at the Exhibition, under THOROUGH BASS.
the handeof Mr. Arthur Towsey, from Christ- —

church, New Zealand. The selections, with
one exception, were the same as given at
Mze. Toweey's performance on the Town-hall address Box 93, PPost Office. AMr LTuwsey returns
Organ on "‘h"‘d.’ .‘m and need mo from the Sounds (first excursion) on SATURDAY,
turther comwment than that the plw. 25th iost., when he will Meel Intending Pupils
method met with general approval. Lotween 10 am and 12 noon at Begg's Music Wave-

~ Melbourne Exhibition, October 1888 | .- January 1889

Christchurch Parish Meeting 26 April 1889

ST JOHN’S, LATIMER SQUARZE.

The annual meeting of parishioners waa
held last night at eight o’clock, in the
gchoolroom, There wes & moderate
attendance. The incumbent (the Rev
H. C. M. Watson) occupied tha chair.

The report stated, inter alia :—*There
have been reductions in receipts from seat
rents and offertories, while there has been
an increase in the expenditure in repairing
and removing the organ, erection of wash-
house, to replace that burnt down, and
fence, to the amount of nearly £60. Con-
tributions from the envelopes are £20 less
this year then last. Since the accounts
were made up £13 1s has been received and
promised towards the parochial fund. M
Towsey heving resigned his appointment
as organist, at the end of July Mr Rowles
and Llr E. Brook were appointed choir-
master and organist, respectively, at a
considerable saving to the parish.”

PIANQ, SINGING, ORGAN, IHARMONY, and

All communications and inquiries for Lerms please

It could have been also, that knowing that the position of musical director of the forthcoming New Zealand
Exhibition would soon be debated, that he had better be close to the centre of things so as to enhance his chances of
receiving the commission.

It might be that Arthur was just a bit too expensive for the limited resources of Christchurch, but there
does not seem to have been any animosity attached to Arthur’s departure and if there was any controversy, it was indeed
kept a lot quieter than that which was then stirred by his appointment as Exhibition Musical Director

All of this though, would have to wait until after Arthur had taken the first of the summer season excursions to the
Sounds of the south west coast.

Having enjoyed himself the previous year, being paid to go along again, as musical director, as his brother
Edward had done previously, would have been too good an opportunity to miss.
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DUNEDIN NOTES.

¢ From or own Correspondent.

The appointment of BMr A. J. Towsey
a8 muaical director of the Exhibition in »
bitter pill to the grand army of musical
profossors in this city. Munsicians, us &
rale, are not n very broad-minded cluss,
snd are seldom very tolerant of each
otbora' The appointmont I said
to have been the rosult of successful
butwn-hollnf and of that I have no doabt
whatever. There are oue o two other
men here better qualified for the position ;
bat, in soy case, there was sure to boa
cactain smount of discontont, Theourious

affair is that Mr W, i

architects for the Exhibition bailding;
u:;:,uh that the dh;a;!-d ones mdske
ic geneorally are nning to m
ﬁpluﬁﬂ rolersnces %0 the Executive
Committes. 1t is a slrange fact that ex-
hibition commitiese have always beon
noted for dolng things in such & msoner ss
to wocourage comment and give rise to

Observer 13 April 1889

A MUSICAL JAR

There is discord among colonial musicians,
and the towsy-headed demon who has caused
the mischief is some twopenny toy on the
Dunedin Exbibition Committee. Everybody
knows how the Musical Committee of the Ex-
hibition atirred up all the lending musicinns
of Melbourne, Sydney, Auekland, Wellington
and Christchureh, and got them fo state the
terms upon which they would undertake the
duties of Musical Conductor in connection
with the Exhibition. At lesst half-a-dozen
of tho best New Zealand musicians were en-
couraged to believe that the appointment
was 1§ ns theirs ; and now to their dis-
gust the bare announcement is _telegmphad
that Mr A. J. Towsey, of Dunedin, has beon
nppointed to the post.

Now, thera iz no harm in the ‘ennny '
prople of the South * keeping their fish-gats
for their own sem-mews; but the ontsiders
bave had a distinet slight placed upon them
by the manner in which they have been
treatod. Mr Towsey is doubtless verx
good musician. but so are the others ; an
even though it were explaived that Mr
Towsey was proeferred beenuse bhe wns a
chenper man, or on purely local grounds, the
outside musicians have good cause for growl-
ing. The committee might have known that
» Dunedin man could be got much cheaper
than a Sydney or an Aunckland one, and
ought never to have troubled distant com-
petitors who had mo show of getting the
appointment.  Perlhaps, however, .Q.hoy
wished to beat down the local musician’s
price. and so resolved to frighten him with
ontside competition. In any ecase, their
action is not conspicuous for its courtesy or
gonerosity towards the *crotchetty ' fra

stapicions of jobbery,

EXHIBITION NOTES

A rehearzal of the Exhibition Choir was beld
last eveving in the Garrison Hal), it being
deemed advisable to test tho capabilities of the
choirin a larger hall than that of S&, Matthew’s
Chburch, in which the practices have been
hitberto held. The result was wol eutirely
satisfactory, for the gallerics of the Garrison
Hall bad the effcet of muflling the body of the
:_soum.l vroceeding from the vocalists, who were
in the bedy of the building. Those persous who
had been fortunate enough to securs tickets sd-
mitting them to the gallery during tbe prae-
tico-~and iuvilatious were esgerly sought
after—did wot, therelore, hear iha  ehoir
to the best sdvantage; but st the same

time the rehearirl sceved to
them that Mr A Tow

www.caliendi.com

cleacly sbow g credit to the cotony.

tornity.

ductor, Las vow got bis choristers under
admirable couirel. The choiv was sbout 3S0
strong, and the number, it may be taken, will be
about the avernge attendance. The itews that
were selected for practice were the principal
choruses from “The Crestion” and * Elijab.”
In the selections from the former oratorio the
choir appesred to bo ab greater case than in
those from * Elijab,” the choruses being sung
on the whole in excellent tone and with fine
effect. In the case of the * Elijah” numbers,
the vocalists occasionally dragged and got out of
tune, but the conductor precmytly esme down
upon the offending section of the choir, With
the cpportunitics of Turther rehoarsal, there
secwe Jittle reason to doubb that by the time
the exhibition is opened the Music Comuiittee
will be in a position to produce a carefully-
trained and well-equipped choir, such as will be

August 1889

A.J. Towsey rehearsing the Exhibition Orchestra

It did not take long for the ruffled feathers of the musical fraternity to smooth down again as everyone focussed
on preparing for the Exhibition.
The original of the choir collage, below, is at the Public Records office in Dunedin. It is worth remembering that
somebody sat there gluing each of these individual photos onto this shield, with Arthur John Towsey in the centre. It
seems though, that the children who were involved in the choir were not included.
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The Frederic
Maccabe referred to in
the 'Case of Mistaken
Identity’, was an English
ventriloquist and
impersonator who was
popular all over the world
for several decades from
the 1860s. He was
considered at the time to
be the world's best
ventriloquist, mainly
throwing his voice whilst
performing social and
political satirical
sketches.

We are
reminded by the size of
the exhibition orchestra,
that even an exhibition
that aspired to showcase
the grand achievements
of the Antipodean
colonies, could not
escape the restrictions
imposed by a lack of
suitably talented
musicians,

‘Com

ttee

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY
Otago Witness , Issue 1979, 16 January 1890

A correspondent writes :~* On Saturday last
tho enargetic and indefatigable Mr Joubert was
necosted by a gentleman whom be bad been
oxpecting. After the usual greotings, *Now,
oaid the gentloman, ‘T want to see your hall
whero you give the concerts’ *Ah!’ ssid Jou-
bert, ‘ you bavo heard of ita splondid qualities,
thea ?' * Mais mox, ax contraire,’ said the gon.
tleman, *1 have heard it describod sa bad for
sound,” *What?' gaid Mre Joubert, ‘do you
talk with fools?’ *No, no, said his visitor,*1

¥ do not talk with fools; hohold the proof—Iam

talking with you,' *2A bien!' esid Mr Joubert,
‘eomiv sud judgo for yoursell; tho concert is
just over” Mr Towsoy way on the platform,
and as Mr Joubert and his visitor walked to.
wards him he beasmed with delighted surprise,
‘Do you koow this gentloman?’ »aid Mr Jou-

" bert, *Rather, said Towsey, *8ir Clarles, I

beard you were comiog to the colonies, bat I
did not suticipste the honour of bohns tho, first
to welcome you.' ' Well, bonour and plessury
must wait ontil business in over, This gentle.
man desires to test the acoustic qualities of the
ball” Whereapon the hall  was tested
and  prosoanced perfect, Mr Towsey all
tho time addeessiog the visitor as * Sir
Charles' By.and bye avotber gontleman came
u{:. Mr Joubert shook his band and said,
*Why, when did you arrive?' ‘T have just
nreived from Pariy, where I bave beeu revoliog
in the warvels of tho greatest exhibition the
world bay ever scen.' Percoiving the stranger,
who was stampiog, knocking, and examiniug the
hiall, * Ha!' s8id he, ‘M. Fiffel, I saw you in
Parig, nod am glad to weloomo you to Now Zeae
Isndd. . Biffel 1" vaid Mr Towsey ; * this is not
Eiffel ; it is Sir Charles Hallo, tho grest pianist.'
*No,' said Mr Joober?, *you aro both wrong;
this is Macoabe, who certainly bears a
strikiog resemblance to both the femous men
for whom you bave mistaken him. e deelures
this hall peefect for acoustics, and ha will prove
it oa Monday night! ™

In 1890 it was still an ongoing struggle to reach anything like the cultural standards that would be expected back

“Home”.

www.caliendi.com
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One newspaper critic also pointed out, that although the quality of the music was as good as might be expected,
it was a pity that the pieces chosen for performance often tended to lean too far towards the popular; “at many a fine
French or German restaurant you can dine to the same sort of thing. Better than this is wanted and most assuredly will
have to be provided, if the Exhibition Orchestra is to continue to draw”.

A newspaper report from February 1890, in the middle of the exhibition, states that; “Mr.Barth, organist at
Dunedin Exhibition, has resigned owing to a dispute with the musical director, Mr.Towsey. It seems that Mr.Towsey
assisted with the accompaniment to a song, The Lost Chord, sung recently at a concert by Miss Knight, and Mr.Barth
resented this interference with his duties. The attempt made by the musical committee to bring things to an amicable
issue was unsuccessful”.

One week later; “At the close of the afternoon orchestral concert yesterday, Mr. Arthur Towsey was presented
with a substantial souvenir in the shape of an elegant clock, which has been selected for that purpose from the stall of
one of the exhibitors in the foreign courts. This chaste timepiece — presented as it was spontaneously by the ladies and
gentlemen whom Mr.Towsey has so successfully conducted through the various and intricate oratorios and concerts that
have been given during the currency of the exhibition — is a graceful compliment paid to his untiring energy and courtesy
in his onerous task. Mr.Towsey was quite taken by surprise and could hardly find words to express his thanks for the
handsome present”.

By the end of the Exhibition, there were inevitable comparisons drawn between the quality of the Dunedin
orchestra with that at the Melbourne Exhibition. The critic at The Otago Times noted that the Dunedin orchestra never
reached the standards of that in Melbourne, but that; “in particular instances it has been very fine and on one or two
occasions, splendid. The training and conducting powers of Mr.Towsey, a musician almost great, as we estimate
musicians, have been in every way triumphant”.

During a speech at the end of the Exhibition, the president of the Exhibition Commissioners stated that; “It is
particularly gratifying to know that we have a conductor under whom the choir have acquitted themselves so excellently
well as Mr.Towsey, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude for his services as conductor and choirmaster; as also to the
orchestra, who, like him, have, | may say, far outshone our
\I U o C. expectations. Mr. Towsey’s reputation which was already
l high before he undertook this work, will, | venture to think,
Mr ARTHUR TOWSEY resumes TEACHING be even infinitely greater than it was before he undertook
the conductorship of the Exhibition choir and orchestra —
(applause). To Mr.Barth we are also indebted for his

at his honse, View straet.

At home every day this week befween the hours honorary service as organist during the short time that he
of 1230 and 2,30 p.m, to arrapge with intending acted in that capacity (applause)...”

; . \ By the way, the animosity between Mr.Towsey and

pupila. 29th April 1890 Mr.Barth seems to have blown over, as they performed a

duet together in a concert a year later.

2 4 { [/
-JMJPHI et BENEFIT CONO]'«RT T0 MR noding the greatest tavour with the audivnce, who

o » N 1nelte or { ™ i a Lewld .

VEW ZEALAND AND SOUTH SEAS TOWSEY. '\'.‘:’[,f i‘_,.)‘ ._‘_‘,," l‘ffﬁ"“ﬂ“' ”'»'f~" Winckelmnn's
L EXHIBITION. The coneart hall st the oxbibitle o S apns (Lom, o oo ikowlze a highly appreciat.d
-zl : neet s the exhibitlon was utilised M AL Vespena™ (Tosti) snd Bragh's * La

CONOBRT HALL, once again iamt evosiog, when s complimontary t"‘-":m'..\ found an able exponent in Min Godfrey,

winter, with violin obbligato Ly &

benefit was tonde o Mr Art :
Gt was tendered to Mr Arthur Towsey, who has ML acticulntly fine plece o
etic ie plece of

‘ ir Maclean, belng

e . Pne .o

acted as conductor of the orchestra and cholr d srlng
g

= vocalisatio 1 ol
desery ing of the spplause bestow on, and well

COMPLIMENTARY DENBPIT GONCERT

(Under the suspiees of tho Musle Committes) Naro ¢ \
p'll'l’lCth\l 6] tr": exhibition seasom. That the programme set  Mr V. Lrengem falrly fetched r.f,,’,”;l'f..'if":""9';'
MR ARTHULR TOWSEY. [orkh was aa attructiveone, and that 1t is recognised B2 sioging of ** Father O'Flynn,” a ditty of the
. — that Mr Towsoy was well outitled ton benofit was SUmiconder, and waa oven morg tuconsslal l'xl Iils-
MONDAX BVENING, APILL 28, thown by the mumerous nitondance In tho Il  euer cont b, ANe Freachman,” which was, l-ow
e X .

sl B el ever, certalnly ont of place mt such
uot by any means devold of vul

Tho Exhibition Cholr has kindly promised Lo arslst, e oveniog, and & cancert, and is

— the concert was consequently oxto A consldesabl St paclly, MNr H
Ally exte 1considecably SmUh rendered *To An R Ve AP .
TIOKDTS: bayond the programme, The eloir, who wera l) mapner, xnd algo icn'on ol (l.be? i & mathitactory
Resarved Seats, 29; Buok Seats and Gallery, 12, attendance, coniributed three part $01 r;' in m n,.ﬂ Densem nnd a Lrio “7“!’]';“ V“‘zu A d“{’; itk Me
. — sid 1 eyt b 6 e OURS 2 2 Q o i 0 A irrael and Nr Bloskine.
Front stals can be resceved at Lie Dresden Pluno- o '."’:m) satislectory mnnuer, eliciting warm  %0pD. which Iatter item did not howey Iakin
forta Warehouse, "‘”j;_‘,“""’;_"x"l'l it l"-".wu! thesinginug of annrrange- Amoothily and correctly as could h',\v.'( lN"";"-’ Ko ,lu
2 W& ( Gwers of the foreat " by Lambutn oost  Mr Fu L. Jones way abyn to b A5 HROITed,
Box bﬂlceo{:lirlﬂs DAY i :,r’l' mand way made,  Mr A, L. N, iudisposition was abs orh y '“,‘rn; r l,.’h.l L n;\.\lu.g 10

i olin p n Amirs " it are nelex
PROGRAMME IN SATURDAY'S I8SUR. 2isp ot P i 5_"‘."":» was mdmrirable, his treat-  accompanist {o uo efficient mens d et i
ot ot alarys by Vieuxtewnps anda Poliahi daoce ¢ vening. suer during the
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The long-looked-for Exhibition ball took

place on Monday night. It oould not pro-

porly be called a success, for a good deal of
disagreoment among the powers that be had
preceded its advent, and the old proverb, " A
house divided against itsell casnot stand,”
proved itself true in this case. It was a

very effective ball what there was of i, and -

those present—about two hundred—enjoyed

Mr Dt.y (n vardinal Wolsey) looked
gknd A cardinal’s dress is always effec-
ve with the two colours ecarlet and white,
Mr Justice Williams, court dress;
Williams, Elsie Maypard In the " Yeo-
men of the Guard "; Miss Williams, Sister
of Mercy; Mr Twopcn Turk ; Mra Two-
eny, Turl Indy ; r A Tomy. con-
uctor; Mrs Towsey, French peasant;
gipty, Mr Shultl.

Queen Marie Ant:olnom Captain Mmgm

Espinasse, evenin ; Mrs Espinass

becol dress as oomght. e; ur
Indian cven-

L. W, a bandsome dress as
Boatman ; Mr E, O, Reynolds,

fog dmu Mr Colebichi, Ennrc soldier ; Mr
AP, Ounon. Sir Ohspmtn

Gl.hbad
gndum ] l{tnl C. R Chapman, Lady

b S Wivany ATl 'W-m

themselves immensely, with the exception of
at supper time, an 'after the samptuous
repasts of the last six months it was poor in
comparison. The hall wes decorated with
flags, and Robertshaw's band supplied tho
mugio, which was fect, and there being
plenty of room in large hall the dancers
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, Some of
the dreases were not hnnd-omo. vhuo others
Wore rem 10, A0 vhe gentlemen

di; MrJ.
0ons ; M’rA. 8.
uriel Nicholls

Dorothy ; Miss Andnnon, Red Rid Hood.
The avenues wctc lighted, acd a solitary
mepader here and there made the con-
t of the closing nj t vory marked,
'.l'helr tooutqn echoed © h the silence

nnyt!:it:f a oheerin -
disman bqys added gom ase 'x:?a::i

£ mwusbaﬁm.butldo
noc many stayed the finish (3

Nichous. yachtsman ; Mlu
made & pntcy little Bo Peop ; Miss Violet

Nicholls, Dora; Mrs Nichols, lady of the
Georgean ; Mr A. M'Dooald, lieu-
tenant’s un v 2N Mu.dowu. The
Traitor ; Swiss peasant

Matoh, Oricnhl princess; Mrs dorlng.

After the Exhibition had finished, there was a closing ball on 1% May, 1890. The report of the ball again
alludes to discords that had lingered throughout the exhibition. Perhaps it was to be expected, that in a comparatively
small place like Dunedin in 1890, that the chance to play a role in such a showcase of the colony’s talents and
achievements, would inevitably see many egos grating against each other.
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